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American jailed in Japan for trying
to reclaim his children

STORY HIGHLIGHTS

American dad tries to snatch kids from ex-wife who took them to Japan

She is a fugitive in Tennessee, but has broken no law in Japan

Father, who has legal custody in U.S., charged in Japan with abduction

"Our court system failed him," court-appointed helper says of father

updated 52 minutes ago Next Article in World »

A Tennessee court awarded Christopher Savoie custody of his

son, Isaac, and daughter, Rebecca.
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TOKYO, Japan (CNN) -- Had this custody drama played out in the United States, Christopher Savoie might

be considered a hero -- snatching his two little children back from an ex-wife who defied the law and ran off

with them.

But this story unfolds 7,000 miles away in the

Japanese city of Fukuoka, where the U.S. legal

system holds no sway.

And here, Savoie sits in jail, charged with the

abduction of minors. And his Japanese ex-wife -- a

fugitive in the United States for taking his children

from Tennessee -- is considered the victim.

"Japan is an important partner and friend of the

U.S., but on this issue, our points of view differ," the

U.S. Embassy in Tokyo said Tuesday. "Our two

nations approach divorce and child-rearing

differently. Parental child abduction is not

considered a crime in Japan."

The story begins in Franklin, Tennessee, with the

January divorce of Savoie from his first wife,

Noriko, a Japanese native. The ex-wife had agreed

to live in Franklin to be close to the children, taking them to Japan for summer vacations.

Savoie in March requested a restraining order to prevent his wife from taking the children to Japan, saying she

had threatened to do so, according to court documents obtained by CNN affiliate WTVF and posted on the

station's Web site. A temporary order was issued, but then lifted following a hearing.

"If Mother fails to return to Tennessee [after summer vacation] with the children following her visitation period,

she could lose her alimony, child support and education fund, which is added assurance to Father that she is

going to return with the children," Circuit Court Judge James G. Martin III noted in his order on the matter.

Following the summer trip, Noriko Savoie did return to the United States, and Christopher Savoie then took the

children on a vacation, returning them to his ex-wife, said Diane Marshall, a court-appointed parent

coordinator who helped Christopher Savoie make decisions about the children.

In August -- on the first day of classes for 8-year-old Isaac and 6-year-old Rebecca -- the school called to say

they hadn't arrived.

Worried, Savoie called his ex-wife's father in Japan, who told him not to worry.

"I said, 'What do you mean -- don't worry? They weren't at school.' 'Oh,

don't worry, they are here,' " Savoie recounted the conversation to CNN

affiliate WTVF earlier this month. "I said, 'They are what, they are what,

they are in Japan?' "

Watch Savoie talk about how much he misses his kids »

The very thing that Savoie had predicted in court papers had happened

-- his wife had taken their children to Japan and showed no signs of returning, Marshall said.

"Our court system failed him," she said. "It's just a mess."

In court documents, Noriko Savoie denied that she was failing to abide by the terms of the couple's court-

approved parenting plan or ignoring court-appointed parent coordinators. In a May filing, she said that both

Marshall and another coordinator had resigned from the case.

She added she was "concerned about the stability of Father, his extreme antagonism towards Mother and the

effect of this on the children."

Savoie claimed in court documents his ex-wife was playing on the children's sympathy by crying in front of

them. She responded that had only happened once, when the children took her by surprise, but allowed that
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